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Media Release 

Food festival to bring food lovers in Lahore a taste of the best of Australian BBQ 

 

Perth chef Jesse Hands is in Lahore cooking quintessential Aussie BBQ for the Australian 

Food Festival at the Avari Lahore from 18 to 23 November.  

 

Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan, Margaret Adamson and Avari Lahore General 

Manager, Grant Raubenheimer today opened the Australian Food Festival organised with the 

support of Avari Group of Hotels, Australian High Commission, Australian Trade and 

Investment Commission (Austrade) and Qatar Airlines. 

 

The Australian Food Festival will feature the best of Australian barbecue with authentic 

Australian spices, beef, lamb and seafood imported from Australia.   

 

High Commissioner Adamson said that the Festival had been a huge success in Karachi 

earlier in the month and that she was looking forward to how the discerning food lovers of 

Lahore responded to Australian BBQ.  

 

“Australian cuisine is truly an intersection of cultural influences, drawing from indigenous, 

European and Asian flavors, including Pakistani, which showcases the abundance and 

diversity of Australia’s fresh green and clean produce,” Ms Adamson said. 

 

“I would like to thank the Avari Group of Hotels and Chef Hands who have teamed up to 

bring us this very exciting festival. I note that Australia and Pakistan are working to expand 

bilateral trade and investment, particularly in food production and agribusiness, and I hope 

that this festival marks the start of an ongoing culinary exchange between our countries,” Ms 

Adamson added. 

 

Avari Lahore General Manager Grant Raubenheimer said: “As an Australian it gives me great 

pleasure and pride in bringing a little of the Aussie cuisine to Lahore.  As a nation, we love 

the outdoors and will take any excuse to “fire up the Barbie” and so our Australian Food 

Festival is a perfect marriage for the week in our very popular Pakistani BBQ area – The 

Tollington.  Chef Jesse Hands, from my home town of Perth together with our very own Chef 

Aftab and his team will be serving up Australia on a plate – Enjoy!!”  

 
ENDS 

For more information, please contact:  

Bushra Naz, Australia High Commission at bushra.naz@dfat.gov.au 

Noor Khan, Avari Lahore, Marketing & Public Relations Executive at prlhe@avari.com 
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